
Sixth Form Induction 2019– Wilmington Grammar   
 

SUBJECT SOCIOLOGY A LEVEL 

 

In this subject you will be expected to:  
Participate in discussion, group work and make presentations to the class. You will be required to 

write discursive essays using sociological concepts and perspectives. It is essential that you are 

willing to look at all aspects of an issue even those you do not agree with. 

You will need to have an interest in: 

- News and world wide current affairs.  

- The way in which people live and think that are outside of your own experiences. 

We cover: 
 Families and Households, Education and Sociological Theory and Methods (the way in which 

research into society is carried out) in Year 1. 
Crime and Deviance, Theory and Methods and Beliefs in Society in Year 2. 

There is no AS accreditation and no coursework for 2018-20 

 

Independent learning in this subject requires: (include 5hrs of independent study) 
Flip learning – reading in preparation for the next lesson 

Researching contemporary news items for use in lessons 

Written Work including essays and short answer questions 

Watching film and TV documentaries    

Regular auditing and maintenance of your folders. 

 

Suggested reading List 

Textbooks 
Webb – Sociology 

Haralambos, Richardson, Taylor and Yeo – Sociology in Focus for AS 

Haralambos and Holborn – Sociology – Themes and Perspectives 

Browne – Sociology for AQA 

Periodicals – available in the school library 

Sociology Review – (any article) available in the Library 

Interesting novels that link to areas of the course include: 

1000 Splendid Suns – Khaled Hosseini :  Good Women of China – Xue Xinran:  

Brick Lane  - Monica Ali:  One Flew over the Cuckoos Nest – Ken Kesey 

 

Useful Websites: 
www.sociology.uk.net  –this is used in connection with the Webb textbook. 

www.jrf.org.uk –The Joseph Rowntree Foundation is one of the largest independent social policy 

research charities in the UK 

www.bbc.co.uk – this can be a complicated site but once mastered it will keep you up to date 

with issues and events world wide. 

www.statistics.gov.uk – this resource contains national statistics for the UK covering most areas of 

the course. They are also analysed for you. 

www.aqa.org.uk – this essential site has downloadable past papers and mark schemes for this 

course. It is used extensively throughout the course. 

 

Examples of Independent Study tasks: 

 Using the Sociology Review write a report on an article of your choice. 

 Internet research on examples of State Crime and Green Crime 

 Research and production of a presentation on a key thinker in Sociology 

 Report on an observation carried out during a specified period. 

 Use of official statistics website to investigate a wide variety of current trends e.g.  marriage, 

divorce, child bearing, illegitimacy, family size and abortion, educational achievement of 

boys, girls, different ethnic groups and different classes, and crime and deviance. 

 Use of a variety of media to discuss current issues in the news. 

http://www.sociology.uk.net/
http://www.jrf.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 Preparation of material to discuss in the next lesson 

Information on Examination Papers.  
May/June 2018  

Paper 1– Education with Sociological Theory and Methods - 2 Hour written paper 

Paper 2 – Topics in Sociology – Families and Households / Beliefs in Society 2 Hour written paper 

Paper 3 – Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 

                           There is no coursework 

 

Future Career aspirations linked to this subject are:  
Law, Personnel Work, Police, Teaching, Journalism, Social Work, Public Services, News media, Film.  

This subject links well with many others including Geography, History, Business and Economics, 

Government and Politics, English and Medical sciences and would therefore assist any career paths 

taken in these directions. 

 
Induction Task & Success Criteria 

 

1. Create a booklet on different types of family diversity. You should include:  

 Cohabitation 

 Same sex families 

 Symmetrical families 

 Lone parent families 

 Matrifocal families 

 Beanpole families 

 Living apart together  

 Empty nest families 

 

2. Conduct some research into social attitudes to same-sex marriage.  

Design an interview schedule of 5 questions and ask them to the following individuals. 

a) A person over 65 

b) A person between the ages of 16-30 

c) A person with a specific religious belief 

d) A female 

e) A male  

NOTE: Keep a transcript of your responses.  

1. What can you conclude from your findings?  

2. Can your provide reasons for the attitudes your research has identified?   

 

3. Assessed questions: A’Level style. 

Outline and explain TWO reasons why there has been an increase in same-sex families in 

Britain. (10 marks)  

Please write 2 full paragraphs for the 10 mark question.  One side of A4 max.  

 

 

 

For each family type, aim to; 

A) Define the type of family it is. 

B) Explain the characteristics of the 

family/households. 

C) Analyse the extent to which the family 

type exists in British society, giving 

specific examples/evidence/statistics 

D) Evaluate the strengths and limitations of 

this family type to;  

a) the family and its individual 

members  

b) to society.  

 



Success criteria for essay paragraphs: 

Plan – What are your 2 key points going to be?  

Discourse marker – Make your point, in direct response to the question. Use the language of the question if it 

helps.  

Explanation- Provide developed descriptions, which include key terms 

Support – Give examples of evidence, maybe statistics.  

Interpret – Explain/analyse the relevance of your example to your point. 

Refer back to question 

Evaluate – With a strength, limitation, criticism or alternative view.   

 

 

Marking Criteria 

 

1-3 marks – Lower band 
Limited, undeveloped knowledge. E.g. two insubstantial points about same- sex families in general. Limited points made 

and not linked to the reasons why there is an increase in the family type.  

 

4-7 marks – Middle band 

Largely accurate knowledge but limited range and depth about why same-sex families are increasing. It is list 

like and remains descriptive about reasons rather than explaining the reasons with valid examples.  
 

8-10 mark- Higher band 

In this band, answers will make use of relevant sociological concepts and there will be detailed knowledge 

and understanding of any material researched. This will be accurately and sensitively applied to the question 

answering, in detail, the reasons for the increase in same-sex families and providing an awareness through 

evaluation that this may not be the case across all social groups or the rest of the world.  

  

Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: gay/lesbian, same sea marriage, civil partnership, 

individualisation, changing social attitudes, secularisation, changes to law, gay rights movement, legal 

recognition of same-sex couples, adoption, surrogacy, In-vitro fertilisation technology, chosen families, 

socialisation of children.  

 

Analysis and evaluation may be developed, for instance by exploring two distinct reasons for the change and 

evaluate them through understanding of different social groups (class, gender, ethnicity, religion) and their 

view of the family.  

 

Sound and conceptually detailed material concerning the increase in same-sex families and whether or not 

this is positive for society.  

 

Due In: First Sociology lesson in September 2019 

 

 
  

  

 


