
     
WG6 – Sixth Form Induction Information and Tasks 

 

SUBJECT Psychology 

 

In this subject you will be expected to: 
Participate in discussion, group work and make presentations to the class. You will be required to write 
analytical and evaluative essays using psychological concepts and perspectives. It is essential that you 
are willing to look at all aspects of an issue even those you do not agree with. 
You will need to have an interest in: 
1.  Human behaviour from a biological and social perspective. 
2.  The way in which people live and think that are outside of your own experiences. 
3.  Statistics and scientific research and how this can inform theories and practices.  

 

Independent learning in this subject requires: (5hrs of independent study per week) 
Wider reading 
Revising for weekly in class assessments 
Creating revision resources/power points 
Completing improvement targets  
Written essays  
Statistical analysis and maths skills 

 

Suggested reading List 
 
Textbooks 
Cardwell, M & Flanagan, C. (2015). Psychology A Level Year 1 and AS: The Complete Companion 
Student Book. Oxford University Press.  
 
Flanagan, C., Berry, D., Jarvis, M. & Liddle, R. (2015). AQA Psychology for A level-Year 1 & AS. 
Illuminate Publishing.  
 
Flanagan, C. (in print). The Research Methods Companion for A Level Psychology Second Edition. Oxford 
University Press.  
 
Interesting novels that link to areas of the course include: 
An Intellectual History of Psychology – Daniel Robinson  
The Lucifer Effect – Philip Zimbardo  
The Social Animal – Elliot Aronson 
One Flew over the Cuckoos Nest – Ken Kesey 
The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat- Oliver Sachs 
Without Conscience: The Disturbing World of the Psychopaths Among Us – Robert Hare  
The Myth of Mental Illness- Thomas Szasz 

 
Useful Websites: 
www.simplypsychology.org – Excellent to use for revision and for concise summaries on topics. 
www.aqa.org.uk – this essential site has downloadable past papers and mark schemes for this course. It is used 
extensively throughout the course. 
http://www.bps.org.uk/ - the official site for the British Psychological Society. Students interested in studying Psychology at 
university or a career in Psychology/Psychiatry should register with the organisation, the site contains all information 
relevant to the field of Psychology in Britain.  

 

Examples of Independent Study tasks: 
Creating revision resources 
Independent wider reading  
Preparing and delivering individual and group presentations  
Practice exam papers 
Pre-learning – reading material prior to the lesson  
Designing, carrying out and writing up your own psychological research  

 

Information on examinations (100% examination based) 
May / June 2019– Paper 1: Social influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology 

http://www.simplypsychology.org/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.bps.org.uk/


     
May / June 2019 – Paper 2: Approaches, Biopsychology, Research Methods 
May / June 2019 – Paper 3: Issues and Debates, Gender, Schizophrenia, Aggression 

 

Future Career aspirations linked to this subject are:  
An A-level or degree in psychology is applicable to all careers which involve working with people. 
Universities also recognise Psychology as a science in the same right as Chemistry, Physics and Biology. 
The main areas psychology graduates go into are; Doctor of Psychology (Clinical, Educational, Forensic 
and Counselling), Marketing, Advertising, Police, Teaching, Social Work, Occupational Psychology and 
Mental Health Nursing, Disabilities Support Worker (SEN),    
This subject links well with many others including; Biology, Mathematics, Health and Social Care, 
Sociology, English, Medical Sciences.  

 
John has been receiving detentions at school for bullying his classmates.  However, John is widely popular with his 

peers.  When called into a meeting with the Headteacher of the school his parents had very different view as to why 
John has been behaving this way.  John’s father claimed that “boys will be boys” and that it’s is simply in their nature.  
He also revealed that he himself has some criminal convictions.  However, John’s mother believes that “John is doing 

this for the attention of his friends and the more attention he gets; the more he will bully others”. 

 
Outline and compare the behavioural approach and the biological approach in psychology. You 

must refer to John and his parents’ views in your answer. (16 marks) 
 

To complete this task you may wish:  
1) To use the simply psychology website and the article you were given as a basis for your research 

http://www.simplypsychology.org/perspective.html  
2) To conduct wider research and draw evidence from various other sources (textbooks as well as 

google and google scholar will be useful here). You should include a bibliography which references 
your information sources.  

 
In your answer you need to do the following: 

 Outline the behavioural approach in psychology – including classical and operant conditioning 

 Outline the biological approach in psychology – including genetics, hormones and evolution 

 Compare and contrast the behavioural approach with the biological approach in psychology – how is it 
different or similar?  

 Directly link as many concepts as possible to the given stem scenario (example provided above) – 
quoting from the stem is acceptable  

 

Marks Success Criteria  

13-16 Knowledge of the two approaches is accurate and generally well detailed. Application is 
effective. Comparison of the two approaches is thorough and effective. Minor detail and/or 
expansion of the argument is sometimes lacking. The answer is clear, coherent and focused. 
Specialist terminology is used effectively. 

9-12 Knowledge of the two approaches is evident but there are occasional inaccuracies/omissions. 
Application/comparison of approaches is mostly effective. The answer is mostly clear and 
organised but occasionally lacks focus. Specialist terminology is used appropriately. 

5-8 Limited knowledge of the two approaches is present. Focus is mainly on description. Any 
application is of limited effectiveness. Any comparison of the approaches is of limited 
effectiveness. The answer lacks clarity, accuracy and organisation in places. Specialist 
terminology is used inappropriately on occasions. 

1-4 Knowledge of the two approaches is very limited. Application is limited, poorly focused or 
absent. Comparison of approaches is limited, poorly focused or absent. The answer as a whole 
lacks clarity, has many inaccuracies and is poorly organised. Specialist terminology is either 
absent or inappropriately used. 

Your answer should be no more than 600 words - Deadline: First Psychology lesson September 2018 

 

http://www.simplypsychology.org/perspective.html

