
A Level Bridging Assignment - Wilmington Grammar   
 

Politics                                                     A Level  
 

In this subject you will be expected to: 
• Apply yourself – we, as a department, will try all we can to help your son or daughter to be successful. 

However, this very much depends on how much they are willing to apply themselves to the topics and 
techniques which need to be perfected to achieve great results. Therefore maximum application is necessary. 

• Understand the topics fully – due to the time pressure of the exam, a poor understanding of the topics can 
lead to silly errors. Background reading and sufficient notes are essential so that students have enough 
knowledge and understanding to perform well in their examinations. 

• Practice your technique – ‘the harder you practice, the luckier you get’. It is essential that students complete 
sufficient past papers and essay questions to learn the technique of essay writing and source analysis. All 
work will be marked and graded by the department to aid improvement. Try to encourage your son or 
daughter to complete work under timed conditions to get used to the constraints and pressure of the exam. 

• Be independent – Application, Understanding and Practice will not be solely achieved through lesson and 
homework tasks alone.  Independent study is vital for success. 

 
You will need to have an interest in: UK and US political issues  

 

Independent learning in this subject requires: (5hrs of independent study). 
- Watching documentaries from You Tube to further your knowledge. 
- Wider Reading of the main texts & other books recommended by teachers (see reading list below). 
- Research projects into key events & individuals. 
- Creating revision guides, podcasts or videos for use in the run up to examinations. 

 

Suggested reading List: 
Component 1 – Political Issues in the UK 
• UK Government & Politics by Neil McNaughton, Political Ideologies by Andrew Haywood, Politics Review 
magazine. 
 
Component 2 – Governing the UK 
• UK Government & Politics by Neil McNaughton, Political Ideologies by Andrew Haywood, Politics Review 
magazine. 
 
Component 3 – The Politics of the USA 
• US Government & Politics by Anthony J Bennett , Politics Review magazine. 

 

Useful Websites: 
Edexcel website 
www.historylearningsiste.com 

https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/ 

 
 

Examples of Independent Study tasks: 

There are plenty of excellent documentaries on YouTube concerning all the topics. Type into the search bar these 
following phrases to come across some documentaries that will further understanding and knowledge.  
 
There are past papers that are on the school learning platform. I will be showing students where these are. They 
should aim to complete these essays under timed conditions, we will always be happy to mark extra work and give 
them feedback on where to improve.  
 
Completion of learning grids from Politics course companions to develop understanding of the core topic areas. 
 
Creating glossaries of key terms and Individuals to revise from. 
 
Reading articles from Politics Review Magazine as directed by staff members. 
 
Summarising key topics through creation of Mind Maps. 

http://www.historylearningsiste.com/
https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/


 
Aiming for A*/A grade: Those students aiming at an A*/A grade should acquire copies of the recommended texts 
(above) for use in lessons, planning and writing of essay’s, wider reading & revision as well as using the suggested 
web links and video links listed. The more comprehensive your level of knowledge and understanding the more likely 
you can achieve highly in the subject. 

 
 

Information on Controlled Assessment  deadlines if applicable –  

Guidance: Politics is 100% examination based there is no coursework expected. There are three exams 

taken at the end of year 13 as outlined below. 

Paper 1 – Political Participation – 1 hour 45 minutes. Comprises three exam questions, one sources based 

and two essay based with one of these essay focused on a Political Ideology such as Liberalism, Socialism 

or Conservatism. 

Paper 2 – UK Government – 1 hour 45 minutes. Comprises three exam questions, one sources based and 

two essay based with one of these essay focused on a Political Ideology such as Multiculturalism or 

Nationalism. 

Paper 3 – The Politics of the USA – 1 hour 45 minutes. Comprises larger essay questions and smaller 

comparative questions focusing on the similarities and differences between aspects of the UK and US 

Political systems. 

 

Future Career aspirations linked to this subject are:  

Guidance; Politics, local government and civil service, media and journalism, law, economic based 

careers  

 

Detail of 
Bridging 
Assignment  
including  
Success 
Criteria 
 

Assignment as below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline First lesson in September and Class Assessment will follow in September. 

 
The 2016 Referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU. 

 

The 2016 Referendum on the UK’s membership of the European Union was perhaps the most important 

democratic exercise in the history of the country. The question was important, of course, but the fact that 

many millions of voters took part in making such a momentous decision was most impressive. It certainly 

settled the issue after many years of political conflict, and people who felt they did not have a voice were 

now listened to. The vote created both legitimacy and public consent for the decision. 

 

But behind the euphoria there were also serious concerns. The referendum campaign was dogged with 

controversy about misinformation and lack of clarity. The press were also accused of bias, with the most 

popular tabloids campaigning relentlessly for a ‘leave’ vote. Perhaps more importantly, some sections of 

the community felt they had been steamrollered into a decision against their will. Younger voters, the 

Scots and Londoners were all groups who voted strongly to remain within the EU, but they were 

overwhelmed by the national majority. The result was very close – hardly a decisive outcome. 

 

But, however much we may analyse the result, in the end the people had spoken and democracy had been 

served. 

 

Evaluate the use of referendums to determine important political and constitutional issues. 

In your response you must:  

• compare the different opinions in the source  

• consider the view and the alternative view in a balanced way 



 • use a balance of knowledge and understanding both arising from the source and beyond the source to 

help you to analyse and evaluate.  

(30) marks 

 

https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/ 

 

http://alevelpolitics.com/category/politics/as-politics/unit-1-as-politics/democracy/ 

 

 

Guidance: 

You must present a clear argument and counter-argument. 

Both sides of your argument must make use of the source and your wider knowledge. 

Try and link points in the source with your wider knowledge, do not treat them as separate pieces of 

information. 

 

You need a clear Introduction & conclusion which outlines your overall view on whether there is an overall 

crisis in UK democracy. 

 

Introduction: address the issue outlined 

in the question with a clear answer to set the 

tone of your argument straight away. 

 

 

 

It can be argued that Referendums are / are not and effective way of sorting out 

important political and constitutional issues. This is because ………………… 

Evidence of agreement from the 

source: Identify at least 3 arguments from 

the source, use your own knowledge to 

explain these further and support / challenge 

these views. 

 

 

 

 

 

The source puts forward the view that the 2016 Brexit Referendum was important 

in settling political and constitutional issues because it suggests that 

………………………………… 

  

Further supporting knowledge 

not referenced in the source: Add 

at least 2 additional points of own knowledge 

not included In the source and explain these in 

terms of relevance to the question. 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the evidence provided by the source there are additional reasons to 

suggest that Referendums are an effective way of solving political issues, for 

example………………. 

https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/
http://alevelpolitics.com/category/politics/as-politics/unit-1-as-politics/democracy/


Evidence of disagreement from 

the source: Identify at least 3 arguments 

from the source, use your own knowledge to 

explain these further and support / challenge 

these views. 

 

 

 

 

 

However the source also provides evidence to support the view that Referendums 

such as Brexit are ineffective as a means of solving political issues, for example it 

suggests that……………………… 

Further supporting knowledge 

that disagrees not referenced in 

the source: Add at least 2 additional 

points of own knowledge not included In the 

source and explain these in terms of relevance 

to the question. 

 

 

 

The problematic nature of Referendums can be further supported by considering 

the view that……………………………. 

Judgement: provide a clear overall 

viewpoint in relation to the question (do not 

sit on the fence). Justify your view based on 

the evidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, Whilst Referendums such as Brexit in 2016 and Scottish Independence in 

2015 can claim to show the democratic will of the people such 

as……………………………,  there is strong evidence that they do not really solve key 

political issues as they are divisive in outcome, for example…. 

Bibliography: List all the books and 

websites you have used for research. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


