
A Level Bridging Assignment - Wilmington Grammar   
 

SUBJECT  Physics A Level  

 
In this subject you will be expected to: 

Physics is the most fundamental of Sciences. It aims to explore the topics of matter and energy in the 

world and how they are related. The A specification is designed to develop students interest in and 

enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with 

Physics. The AS and A level are now stand alone qualifications which mean that students who chose A 

level Physics will not sit any exams until the end of year 13.  

You will need to have an interest in:  

How things in the physical world work and enjoy carrying out investigations by the application of problem 

solving 
 

Independent learning in this subject requires: (5hrs of independent study). 

Students will be expected to read around the subject in their own time. Journals such as the New Scientist 

and Physics World will help to improve their understanding of how the topics they are taught in class 

relate the world around them.  

They will also be expected to spend time at home reading, reviewing and adding to their class notes and 

using the questions in the course textbook and from past papers to test their knowledge and exam 

technique. 
 

Suggested reading List: 

Students need to ensure that they have a firm knowledge of all the areas of Physics covered at GCSE. A 

GCSE textbook such as Physics for You is a good start.  

CGP also publishes a book called Head start to AS which covers many of the topics that link the A level 

and GCSE courses.  

 

 

Useful Websites: 

www.physicsclassroom.org   

www.iop.org 

www.school-for-champions.com/physics.htm   

www.cyberphysics.co.uk 

www.tap.iop.org   

www.physics.org 

 

 

Examples of Independent Study tasks: 

Examples of research tasks set during the year are as follows: 

How a capacitor is used in a defibrillator 

How our view of the structure of the atom has changed over time 

The evolution of a star 

 

 

Information on Controlled Assessment  deadlines if applicable –  

There are no controlled assessments for A level Physics. However, throughout the two years of the course 

students will complete a series of practical activities or PAGs. This is an on-going assessment and at the 

end of the course students will be awarded a pass or fail for this section alongside their A level grade. 
 

Future Career aspirations linked to this subject are: 

A good pass in A-level Physics is essential for entry into a degree in all high-technology courses such as 

electronics, materials science, astronomy and in all forms of engineering. It is also a requirement for those 

http://www.physicsclassroom.org/
http://www.iop.org/
http://www.school-for-champions.com/physics.htm
http://www.cyberphysics.co.uk/
http://www.tap.iop.org/


wishing to pursue a technical career in the Armed Forces and often preferred for studying Medicine, 

Dentistry and Veterinary Science. The knowledge and skills acquired during the A-level course provide a 

sound background for many different non-scientific careers, such as Computing, Accountancy and other 

financially orientated careers  

 

 

Detail of 

Bridging 

Assignment  

including  

Success 

Criteria 

 

This assignment is split into three sections. The first part considers your mathematical 

skills at 40% of the A level Physics exams will test mathematical skills. 

The second section is two sets of exam questions. One set on electricity and one set on 

forces. These are the first two topics taught in year 12 Physics and in your first lesson at the 

start of year 12 you will have a baseline test that covers these two topics. 
 

Deadline First lesson in September and Class Assessment will follow in September. 

 


