
Just what is it that makes today’s homes so different? 1992 

Richard Hamilton 

Just what is it that makes today’s homes so different? is a remake of an image Hamilton originally created in 1956 
as part of his contribution to the group exhibition This is Tomorrow held at the Whitechapel Art Gallery in London. 
The collage Just what is it that makes today’s home’s so different, so appealing? (Kunsthalle Tübingen, Zundel Col-
lection) featured in the catalogue and was also made into a poster. It is one of Hamilton’s most famous images and 
has become an icon of British Pop art. In 1992 the BBC invited Hamilton to participate in a series of half-hour pro-
grammes entitled QED. His role, in a slot titled ‘Art and Chips’, was to demonstrate an artist’s use of a computer to 
generate art. He decided to recreate the experience of making the 1956 collage in a way that would be appropriate 
to the 1990s, remaking the image to reflect the contemporary era using a Quantel Paintbox he had recently pur-
chased. He had begun using the Quantel Paintbox application in 1987 when contributing to a series of BBC films 
called Painting by Light in which six artists worked with operators to show developments in computer technology. 
Although he had no previous experience of digital collage on the Quantel Paintbox, he agreed to allow the BBC to 
film him as he learned. 

 He recounted:  My learning curve was ... like a vertical wall ... Canon loaned a large copier which could 
also be used to print files sent to it from a computer. This was an ideal instrument to produce A4 proofs 
as my image developed. Looking for a subject, I turned to the old collage that seemed due for an up-
date. It provided an opportunity to assess how life had changed since 1956, so the list of items I deemed 
of importance then would be a logical starting point: man, woman, humanity, history, food, newspapers, 
cinema, TV, telephone, comics, words, tape recording, cars, domestic appliances, space. 

 Produce a high quality, carefully composed collage inspired by Richard Hamilton’s title 

Just what is it that makes today’s homes so different?  Remember to plan and select 

imagery responding to 2015 and think about the statement you are making about our 

current era. Starting points: man, woman, humanity, family, internet, language, 

domestic appliances, transport, culture, politics etc.. Use a range of media and 

techniques to plan and explore your ideas before producing your final work. 


