
Henri Cartier-Bresson 
 
"Photographier: c'est dans un même instant et en une fraction de seconde reconnaître un fait et 
l'organisation rigoureuse de formes perçues visuellement qui expriment et signifient ce fait"  
("To me, photography is the simultaneous recognition, in a fraction of a second, of the 
significance of an event as well as of a precise organization of forms which give that event its 
proper expression.") 

 
 In 1952 Henri Cartier-Bresson published a book called ‘Images à la Sauvette’ that 
included 126 of his photographs.  The English Language version of the book was 
called ‘The Decisive Moment’.  (The cover was designed by the artist Henri Matisse 
by the way).   
 
Cartier-Bresson was essentially a street photographer who travelled the world 
capturing fleeting moments with his camera.  He was always, looking, always ready 
at any moment to capture these ‘Decisive Moments’.  Very often, the photograph 
taken a split second before or after would not have the same impact.  Sometimes he 
would find a ‘frame’ and wait until the right moment – (see the photograph of the 
cyclist passing).   
 
"Photography is not like painting," Cartier-Bresson told the Washington Post in 1957. 
"There is a creative fraction of a second when you are taking a picture.  Your eye 

must see a composition or an expression that life itself offers you, and you must know with intuition when to click the 
camera.  That is the moment the photographer is creative," he said. "Oop! The Moment!  Once you miss it, it is gone 
forever." 

 

         
 

                 
 
Produce a set of photographs inspired by Henri Cartier-Bresson’s ‘Decisive Moment’.  Remember it 
is important that you SELECT your best photographs for printing. 
 
How to respond?  Think holidays, shopping streets, festivals, family etc. but keep it spontaneous.   
Obviously his works are all B&W, but you may work in B&W or colour. 
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