
 

The 2016 Referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU. 

 

The 2016 Referendum on the UK’s membership of the European Union was perhaps the 

most important democratic exercise in the history of the country. The question was 

important, of course, but the fact that many millions of voters took part in making such a 

momentous decision was most impressive. It certainly settled the issue after many years of 

political conflict, and people who felt they did not have a voice were now listened to. The 

vote created both legitimacy and public consent for the decision. 

 

But behind the euphoria there were also serious concerns. The referendum campaign was 

dogged with controversy about misinformation and lack of clarity. The press were also 

accused of bias, with the most popular tabloids campaigning relentlessly for a ‘leave’ vote. 

Perhaps more importantly, some sections of the community felt they had been 

steamrollered into a decision against their will. Younger voters, the Scots and Londoners 

were all groups who voted strongly to remain within the EU, but they were overwhelmed by 

the national majority. The result was very close – hardly a decisive outcome. 

 

But, however much we may analyse the result, in the end the people had spoken and 

democracy had been served. 

 

Evaluate the use of referendums to determine important political and constitutional 

issues. 

In your response you must:  

• compare the different opinions in the source  

• consider the view and the alternative view in a balanced way 

 • use a balance of knowledge and understanding both arising from the source and beyond 

the source to help you to analyse and evaluate.  

(30) marks 

 

https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-

representation/ 

 

http://alevelpolitics.com/category/politics/as-politics/unit-1-as-politics/democracy/ 

 

 

Guidance: 

You must present a clear argument and counter-argument. 

Both sides of your argument must make use of the source and your wider knowledge. 

Try and link points in the source with your wider knowledge, do not treat them as separate 

pieces of information. 

 

You need a clear Introduction & conclusion which outlines your overall view on whether 

there is an overall crisis in UK democracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/
https://politics-blog.ashbournecollege.co.uk/unit-one-people-politics/democracy-and-representation/
http://alevelpolitics.com/category/politics/as-politics/unit-1-as-politics/democracy/


Introduction: address the issue outlined 

in the question with a clear answer to set the 
tone of your argument straight away. 
 

 
 

It can be argued that Referendums are / are not and effective way of sorting out 
important political and constitutional issues. This is because ………………… 

Evidence of agreement from the 
source: Identify at least 3 arguments from 

the source, use your own knowledge to 
explain these further and support / challenge 
these views. 
 
 

 
 
 

The source puts forward the view that the 2016 Brexit Referendum was important 
in settling political and constitutional issues because it suggests that 
………………………………… 
  

Further supporting knowledge 
not referenced in the source: Add 

at least 2 additional points of own knowledge 
not included In the source and explain these in 
terms of relevance to the question. 
 

 
 
 

In addition to the evidence provided by the source there are additional reasons to 
suggest that Referendums are an effective way of solving political issues, for 
example………………. 

Evidence of disagreement from 
the source: Identify at least 3 arguments 

from the source, use your own knowledge to 
explain these further and support / challenge 
these views. 
 
 

 
 
 

However the source also provides evidence to support the view that Referendums 
such as Brexit are ineffective as a means of solving political issues, for example it 
suggests that……………………… 

Further supporting knowledge 
that disagrees not referenced in 
the source: Add at least 2 additional 

points of own knowledge not included In the 
source and explain these in terms of relevance 
to the question. 
 

 
 

The problematic nature of Referendums can be further supported by considering 
the view that……………………………. 

Judgement: provide a clear overall 

viewpoint in relation to the question (do not 
sit on the fence). Justify your view based on 
the evidence. 
 

 
 
 
 

Overall, Whilst Referendums such as Brexit in 2016 and Scottish Independence in 
2015 can claim to show the democratic will of the people such 
as……………………………,  there is strong evidence that they do not really solve key 
political issues as they are divisive in outcome, for example…. 

Bibliography: List all the books and 

websites you have used for research. 
 
 
 

 

 

 


