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What is the A Level going to be like? 

The course will be taught by two teachers, giving you 12 lessons per fortnight. You will find yourself in 

classes which are often smaller than for GCSE. Co-operating and enjoying learning with others will become 

increasingly important and your teacher will be expecting your willing participation and engagement with 

what you are studying. 

 

Which exam do we do? 

AQA http://www.aqa.org.uk/ You will find the specification and sample papers here. You are doing the 

NEW A Level course (7652 Exams from May 2018). You will receive more details once you start. 

 

How much time do I need to spend on independent study? 

Your teacher will set homework/independent study tasks each week and will guide you as to how much 

time to spend. 4 hours a week in total is the usual expectation. 

 

What is the actual course content? 

1) Core Content (all must be studied in relation to at least one French-speaking country) 

Social Issues and Trends 

- the changing nature of the family 

- cyber society 

- the place of voluntary work 

- positive features of a diverse society 

- life for the marginalised 

- the treatment of criminals 

Political and Artistic Culture 

- a culture proud of its heritage 

- contemporary francophone music 

- cinema: the 7th art form 

- teenagers: the right to vote and political commitment 

- demonstrations, strikes and the holding of power 

- politics and immigration 

Grammar 

- you will receive a full checklist at the start of the course 
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2) Options 

 Literary Texts and Films 

You will study either 

a) one text (novel / play) and one film 

b) two texts (novels, plays) 

 

3) Individual Research Project 

You will choose a subject or key question which interests you and which relates to a French-speaking 

country. You will use a range of sources (in French) and develop your research skills. You will analyse 

and summarise your findings and present and discuss them in the speaking exam. 

You can choose a subject linked to one of the themes covered in the course but you cannot base your 

research on the same book / play / film that you refer to in the writing exam. All students in the group 

must choose a different theme, subject or key question. 
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At the start of A Level, you will need to be secure in five tenses. These four are the basics that are covered in 

Years 7-10. Make sure you know these like the back of your hand – we will spend some doing a grammar 

module at the start of the year, but the below is the basics of what you need to know. 

Once you have learned and trained yourself on these tenses, translate the sentences on page 2, without 

using an online translator. 

 

Present tense: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/presenttenserev1.shtml 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/reflexiverev1.shtml 

https://frenchtogether.com/french-present-tense/ 

http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/presenttense_er.shtml 

http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-present-tense/  

Perfect tense: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/perftenseavoirrev1.shtml 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/perftenseetrerev1.shtml 

http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/perfect_tense_formation.shtml 

http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-past-tense/?lang=en  

Imperfect tense: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsh/imperfecthirev1.shtml 

http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/imperfect.shtml 

http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-imperfect-tense/?lang=en 

Future tense: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsh/futuretensehirev1.shtml 

http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/future_tense.shtml 

http://www.fluentu.com/blog/french/french-future-tense/ 

 

A-LEVEL FRENCH BRIDGING WORK 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/presenttenserev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/reflexiverev1.shtml
https://frenchtogether.com/french-present-tense/
http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/presenttense_er.shtml
http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-present-tense/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/perftenseavoirrev1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsf/perftenseetrerev1.shtml
http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/perfect_tense_formation.shtml
http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-past-tense/?lang=en
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsh/imperfecthirev1.shtml
http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/imperfect.shtml
http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-imperfect-tense/?lang=en
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/grammar/verbsh/futuretensehirev1.shtml
http://www.french-linguistics.co.uk/grammar/future_tense.shtml
http://www.fluentu.com/blog/french/french-future-tense/


4 
 

 

1. I do the shopping. 

2. I am doing the shopping. 

3. I have done the shopping. 

4. I did the shopping. 

5. I used to do the shopping. 

6. I was doing the shopping. 

7. I will do the shopping 

 

8. I go to the supermarket. 

9. I am going to the supermarket. 

10. I went to the supermarket. 

11. I have been to the supermarket. 

12. I was going to the supermarket. 

13. I used to go to the supermarket. 

14. I will go to the supermarket. 

 

15. I sing songs. 

16. I am singing songs. 

17. I sang songs. 

18. I have sung songs. 

19. I used to sing songs. 

20. I was singing songs. 

21. I will sing songs. 

 

22. I see the dog. 

23. I am seeing the dog. 

24. I saw the dog. 

25. I have seen the dog. 

26. I was seeing the dog. 

27. I used to see the dog. 

28. I will see the dog. 
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Reading work 

You will need to complete some of this work on a separate piece of lined paper. 
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Written Task 

 

You are also expected to write a page of A4 about yourself and your interests (past, present and future) 

entitled “Je me présente” in French ready for the first lesson back. These will be taken in and marked as part 

of a baseline assessment. This is your opportunity to show what you can do and it will be the first impression 

we have of you as you embark on your A level studies.  

You are encouraged to use dictionaries/ word reference, but any online translation software is not 

permitted. Also, avoid looking up every word, which is a sure sign you are overcomplicating your work. Stick 

to the structures you learnt at GCSE, as these are what will be built upon at A level. 

Things to include: Info regarding family and friends; What are you like as a person/ student; Your interests; 

What did you do over the summer holidays; Your ambitions for the future. 
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Wider Research 

 

Reading is an important part of the course, both for understanding longer texts, and for increasing 

vocabulary and grammatical awareness. For the start of the summer term, we would like you to read 3 

articles and summarise them in English (French if you wish). News stories should be about something that 

you find interesting, or something that is relevant to the topics you will study. The length of them may vary. 

You should print out the article, summarise it, and provide a list of key vocabulary. That way we can share 

articles around the group for further reading practice. 

This is a good website to sue: http://www.1jour1actu.com/ 

A key aspect of the course is the ability to give and explain your opinion on a variety of different issues. This 

involves you first of all forming an opinion. With this in mind, keep a keen eye on the UK news over the 

holidays and develop opinions on issues. 

Visit French news websites. 

o http://www.lemonde.fr 

o http://lci.tf1.fr 

o http://www.lefigaro.fr 

o http://www.liberation.fr 

Download an app called 6play on your iPad- search in the app store for M6. This is the app from a popular 

French TV channel. Not all programs are available outside of France, but there is a good selection, and many 

French versions of British shows such as Come Dine with Me- they are great for improving listening skills and 

it is easy to follow what is going on. 

 


