
A’Level Sociology  Bridging Assignment 

Welcome to A’Level Sociology - Family Diversity Project 

1. Create a booklet on different types of family diversity. You should include:  

 Cohabitation 

 Same sex families 

 Symmetrical families 

 Lone parent families 

 Matrifocal families 

 Beanpole families 

 House husbands 

 Living apart together  

 Empty nest families 

For each family type, aim to; 

A) Define the type of family it is. 

B) Explain the characteristics of the family/households. 

C) Analyse the extent to which the family type exists in British society, giving 

specific examples/evidence.  

D) Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this family type to;  

a) the family and its individual members  

b) to society.  

 

2. Conduct some research into social attitudes to same-sex marriage.  

Design an interview schedule of 5 questions and ask them to the following 

individuals. 

a) A person over 65 

b) A person between the ages of 16-30 

c) A person with a specific religious belief 

d) A female 

e) A male  

NOTE: Keep a transcript of your responses.  

3. What can you conclude from your findings?  

4. Can your provide reasons for the attitudes your research has identified?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A’Level Sociology  Bridging Assignment 

 

Assessed questions: A’Level style. 

5. Explain what sociologists mean by a same-sex family (2 marks)  

6. Outline and explain TWO reasons why there has been an increase in this 

family type in Britain. (10 marks)  

 

Please write 2 full paragraphs for question 6.  One side of A4 max.  

 

Success criteria for paragraphs: 

Plan – What are your 2 key points going to be?  

Discourse marker – Make your point, in direct response to the question. Use the 

language of the question if it helps.  

Explanation- Provide developed descriptions, which include key terms 

Support – Give examples of evidence, maybe statistics.  

Interpret – Explain/analyse the relevance of your example to your point. 

Refer back to question 

Evaluate – With a strength, limitation, criticism or alternative view.   

 

 


